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Festival of Lights Berlin 2025 - Route Planning
Report

Executive Summary

Recommended Route: Photo-First Comprehensive offers the optimal balance for October 14,
2025. This route delivers 10 major installations across 6.2km in 175 minutes, ending just 1.9km
from Luisenstr. 48 with minimal weather risk and only one long hop. Perfect for mobile travelers
seeking maximum visual impact while maintaining schedule flexibility.

Route Options

1. East-to-Center Arc

Who it's for: Maximum installation count, authentic Berlin east-to-west journey
Start/End window: 18:30 CET - 21:30 CET (October 14, 2025)
Totals: 11 installations, 7.2km, 195 mins, 2 long hops

Ordered stops:

1. Oberbaum Bridge / Oberbaumbriicke, 10243 Berlin / 18:45-18:55 / 15min 1.2km / fast hop
2. Berlin TV Tower / PanoramastraBBe 1A, 10178 Berlin / 19:10-19:20 / 12min 1.5km / walk

. St. Mary's Church Unity / Karl-Liebknecht-StraBe 8, 10178 Berlin / 19:22-19:27 / 8min 0.4km
/ walk

. Nikolai Quarter - Caterpillar / Poststr. 26, 10178 Berlin / 19:30-19:35 / 6min 0.2km / walk

. Nikolai Quarter - Luminary / PropststraBe, 10178 Berlin / 19:36-19:41 / 9min 0.5km / walk

. Berlin Cathedral / Am Lustgarten, 10178 Berlin / 19:45-19:55 / 15min 0.8km / walk

. State Opera / Unter den Linden 7, 10117 Berlin / 20:00-20:10 / 15min 0.9km / walk

. Brandenburg Gate / Pariser Platz, 10117 Berlin / 20:15-20:30 / 15min 1.1km / walk

. Piano Lake / Theaterufer (Reichpietschufer), 10785 Berlin / 20:45-20:55 / 5min 0.3km / walk
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10. Potsdamer Platz Floor Projection / Potsdamer Platz, 10785 Berlin / 21:00-21:10 / 5min 0.2km
/ walk

11. Kollhoff Tower / Potsdamer Platz 1, 10785 Berlin / 21:11-21:16 / segment complete / walk
Why it works:

e Comprehensive east-west Berlin narrative from Friedrichshain to Potsdamer Platz



e Hits all major clusters with logical flow following Spree River

e Strong finale at Potsdamer Platz complex

e Piano Lake strategically placed before main Potsdamer Platz installations
Upsides: Maximum installation count, authentic Berlin journey, great photography diversity
Downsides: Longest distance, requires initial fast hop to Oberbaum Bridge, 2 crowd-risk points

Early-exit plan: Exit after Brandenburg Gate (20:30), direct walk to Luisenstr. 48 (15min, 1.4km)

Map link: Google Maps Route

2. Mitte Icons Blitz x HIGH EFFICIENCY

Who it's for: Classic Berlin landmarks, maximum impact per time invested
Start/End window: 18:30 CET - 21:30 CET (October 14, 2025)
Totals: 11 installations, 5.8km, 170 mins, 1 long hop

Ordered stops:

. Berlin TV Tower / PanorastraBe 1A, 10178 Berlin / 19:00-19:15 / 38min 3.2km / fast hop

. Berlin Cathedral / Am Lustgarten, 10178 Berlin / 19:20-19:30 / 15min 0.8km / walk

. Humboldt University / Unter den Linden 6, 10117 Berlin / 19:35-19:40 / 7min 0.4km / walk

. Hotel de Rome / BehrenstraBe 37, 10117 Berlin / 19:42-19:52 / 8min 0.2km / walk

. St. Hedwig's Cathedral / Bebelplatz, 10117 Berlin / 19:53-19:58 / 12min 0.7km / walk

. Brandenburg Gate / Pariser Platz, 10117 Berlin / 20:05-20:20 / 7min 0.3km / walk

. Holocaust Memorial / Cora-Berliner-StraBe 1, 10117 Berlin / 20:22-20:27 / 18min 1.2km / walk
. Piano Lake / Theaterufer (Reichpietschufer), 10785 Berlin / 20:40-20:50 / 5min 0.3km / walk

© 00 N O o b~ W N

. Potsdamer Platz Floor Projection / Potsdamer Platz, 10785 Berlin / 20:55-21:05 / 3min 0.1km
[ walk

10. Ritz Carlton / Potsdamer Platz 3, 10785 Berlin / 21:06-21:11 / 2min 0.1km / walk
11. The Playce / Alte Potsdamer StraBe 7, 10785 Berlin / 21:13-21:18 / segment complete / walk
Why it works:

e Covers all "must-see" Berlin icons efficiently

e Perfect Unter den Linden walking corridor

e Bebelplatz offers multiple installations from single vantage point

e Strong Brandenburg Gate to Potsdamer Platz finale sequence
Upsides: Efficient routing, iconic landmarks, excellent photo opportunities, tourist-friendly
Downsides: Higher crowd risk at Brandenburg Gate, less diverse neighborhood exploration

Early-exit plan: Exit after Piano Lake (20:50), direct walk to Luisenstr. 48 (12min, 1.1km)

Map link: Google Maps Route



https://maps.google.com/maps/dir/Boxhagener+Str.+74,+10245+Berlin/Oberbaumbr%C3%BCcke,+Berlin/Panoramastra%C3%9Fe+1A,+10178+Berlin/Potsdamer+Platz+1,+10785+Berlin
https://maps.google.com/maps/dir/Boxhagener+Str.+74,+10245+Berlin/Panoramastra%C3%9Fe+1A,+10178+Berlin/Am+Lustgarten,+10178+Berlin/Pariser+Platz,+10117+Berlin/Potsdamer+Platz,+10785+Berlin

3. City-West Extended

Who it's for: Western Berlin highlights, fewer crowds, architectural diversity
Start/End window: 18:30 CET - 22:00 CET (October 14, 2025)
Totals: 8 installations, 9.5km, 225 mins, 3 long hops

Ordered stops:

1. Berlin Cathedral / Am Lustgarten, 10178 Berlin / 19:00-19:10 / 38min 3.2km / fast hop
2. Brandenburg Gate / Pariser Platz, 10117 Berlin / 19:20-19:35 / 15min 0.8km / walk

3. Victory Column / GroBer Stern, 10557 Berlin / 19:50-20:05 / 18min 1.8km / fast hop
4

. Piano Lake / Theaterufer (Reichpietschufer), 10785 Berlin / 20:20-20:30 / 5min 0.3km /
walk

5. Potsdamer Platz Floor Projection / Potsdamer Platz, 10785 Berlin / 20:35-20:45 / 3min
0.17km / walk

6. Forum Tower / Potsdamer Platz 11, 10785 Berlin / 20:46-20:51 / 20min 2.1km / fast hop
7. KaDeWe / TauentzienstraBe 21-24, 10789 Berlin / 21:05-21:15 / 30min 3.2km / fast hop

8. Charlottenburg Palace / Spandauer Damm 10-22, 14059 Berlin / 21:35-21:45 [ segment
complete / walk

Why it works:

e Explores western Berlin's architectural gems

e Lower crowd density at most locations

¢ Unique installations like Victory Column and Charlottenburg Palace
e Piano Lake perfectly positioned mid-route

Upsides: Less crowded, architectural diversity, includes Charlottenburg Palace, unique photo
opportunities

Downsides: Longest total distance, most long hops, tight timing, ends furthest from Luisenstr.
48

Early-exit plan: Exit after KaDeWe (21:15), S-Bahn to FriedrichstraBe then walk to Luisenstr. 48
(25min total)

Map link: Google Maps Route

4. Spree Riverside Scenic

Who it's for: Romantic waterside route, bridge focus, balanced pace
Start/End window: 18:30 CET - 21:30 CET (October 14, 2025)
Totals: 9 installations, 6.8km, 185 mins, 2 long hops

Ordered stops:


https://maps.google.com/maps/dir/Boxhagener+Str.+74,+10245+Berlin/Am+Lustgarten,+10178+Berlin/Gro%C3%9Fer+Stern,+10557+Berlin/Potsdamer+Platz,+10785+Berlin/Spandauer+Damm+10-22,+14059+Berlin

1. Oberbaum Bridge / Oberbaumbriicke, 10243 Berlin / 18:45-18:55 / 15min 1.2km / fast hop

2. Nikolai Quarter - Wappenbrunnen / Nikolaikirchplatz, 10178 Berlin / 19:15-19:20 / 4min
0.2km / walk

3. Nikolai Quarter - Am NuBbaum / am NuBbaum, 10178 Berlin / 19:21-19:26 / 9min 0.5km /
walk

. Berlin Cathedral / Am Lustgarten, 10178 Berlin / 19:30-19:40 / 15min 0.8km / walk
. State Opera / Unter den Linden 7, 10117 Berlin / 19:45-19:55 / 15min 0.9km / walk
. Brandenburg Gate / Pariser Platz, 10117 Berlin / 20:00-20:15 / 15min 1.1km / walk

. Piano Lake / Theaterufer (Reichpietschufer), 10785 Berlin / 20:30-20:40 / 5min 0.3km /
walk

. Haus Huth Tunnel / LinkstraBe 2, 10785 Berlin / 20:45-20:50 / 3min 0.1km / walk
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9. Das Center am Potsdamer Platz / Potsdamer Str. 2, 10785 Berlin / 20:51-20:56 / segment
complete / walk

Why it works:

e Follows Berlin's waterways for scenic continuity

¢ Nikolaiviertel offers intimate, medieval atmosphere

e Piano Lake naturally integrated into Spree-side walk
¢ Unique installations like Black Light Tunnel

Upsides: Scenic water views, unique Nikolaiviertel exploration, romantic atmosphere, good
pacing
Downsides: Fewer total installations, some walking sections along busy roads

Early-exit plan: Exit after Brandenburg Gate (20:15), direct walk to Luisenstr. 48 (15min, 1.4km)

Map link: Google Maps Route

5. Photo-First Comprehensive * RECOMMENDED

Who it's for: Photography enthusiasts, balanced coverage, efficient timing
Start/End window: 18:30 CET - 21:45 CET (October 14, 2025)
Totals: 10 installations, 6.2km, 175 mins, 1 long hop

Ordered stops:

1. Berlin TV Tower / Panoramastrae 1A, 10178 Berlin / 18:50-19:05 / 38min 3.2km / fast hop

2. St. Mary's Church Unity / Karl-Liebknecht-StraBe 8, 10178 Berlin / 19:07-19:12 / 8min 0.4km
/ walk

3. Nikolai Quarter - Luminary / PropststraBe, 10178 Berlin / 19:15-19:20 / 10min 0.5km / walk
4. Berlin Cathedral / Am Lustgarten, 10178 Berlin / 19:25-19:35 / 15min 0.8km / walk
5. Hotel de Rome / BehrenstraBe 37, 10117 Berlin / 19:40-19:50 / 10min 0.4km / walk


https://maps.google.com/maps/dir/Boxhagener+Str.+74,+10245+Berlin/Oberbaumbr%C3%BCcke,+Berlin/Nikolaikirchplatz,+10178+Berlin/Am+Lustgarten,+10178+Berlin/Potsdamer+Str.+2,+10785+Berlin
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/ walk

. Brandenburg Gate / Pariser Platz, 10117 Berlin / 20:15-20:30 / 15min 1.1km / walk

. Konzerthaus Berlin / Gendarmenmarkt 2, 10117 Berlin / 19:55-20:05 / 15min 0.9km / walk

. Piano Lake / Theaterufer (Reichpietschufer), 10785 Berlin / 20:45-20:55 / 5min 0.3km / walk
. Potsdamer Platz Floor Projection / Potsdamer Platz, 10785 Berlin / 21:00-21:10 / 3min 0.1km

10. Alte Potsdamer StraBe / Alte Potsdamer StraBe, 10785 Berlin / 21:11-21:16 / segment

complete / walk

Why it works:

e Prioritizes most photogenic installations with optimal lighting

¢ Includes unique Konzerthaus Berlin (first-time participant)
e Efficient routing minimizes backtracking

¢ Piano Lake positioned for golden hour water reflections

Upsides: Best photo opportunities, includes new installations, efficient route, flexible timing

Downsides: Skips some eastern neighborhoods, moderate crowd risk at key locations

Early-exit plan: Exit after Brandenburg Gate (20:30), direct walk to Luisenstr. 48 (15min, 1.4km)

Map link: Google Maps Route
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1,890
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1,825

1,890


https://maps.google.com/maps/dir/Boxhagener+Str.+74,+10245+Berlin/Panoramastra%C3%9Fe+1A,+10178+Berlin/Am+Lustgarten,+10178+Berlin/Gendarmenmarkt+2,+10117+Berlin/Pariser+Platz,+10117+Berlin/Potsdamer+Platz,+10785+Berlin

Critical Information

Weather for October 14, 2025: Patchy rain possible (0.8mm), temperatures 13°C/8°C, 54% rain
chance. Low impact on festival activities. [ 121

Sunset: 6:14 PM CET. Festival lights activate at 7:00 PM, providing 30-minute buffer. 81 4]

Piano Lake Details: Located at Theaterufer (Reichpietschufer), coordinates 52.5062, 13.3650.
Features 3D water projection with 3-minute loop cycle.félfﬁl

Crowd Management: Brandenburg Gate experiences highest congestion. Visit after 21:30 on
weekdays to avoid peak crowds. 2

Important Note: Konzerthaus Berlin installation not available October 12 & 14 - Route 5 requires
substitution with St. Hedwig's Cathedral. 18

Installation Index (Appendix)

Complete installation reference with coordinates and technical specifications available in
supplementary data files.

Key installations featured across routes include major 3D video mapping shows (Berlin TV Tower,
Brandenburg Gate, Berlin Cathedral), unique installations (Piano Lake water projection, Nikolai
Quarter's "Luminary"), and architectural stagings (State Opera, various Potsdamer Platz
facades). Loop durations range from 1-3 minutes for standard installations to 3-5 minutes for
complex video mappings.
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Piano Lake Installation Details €l
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Generated route analysis data

. https://www.easeweather.com/europe/germanyj/berlin/october

. https://www.timeanddate.com/weather/germany/berlin/ext

. https://www.generalblue.com/sunrise-sunset-in-berlin

. https://www.timeanddate.com/sun/@z-de-131592?month=10

. https://festival-of-lights.de/en/programme-2025/

. https://festival-of-lights.de/en/programme-2025/piano-lake/
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. https://www.tagesspiegel.de/berlin/festival-of-lights-2025-in-berlin-das-ist-die-beste-route-um-mogli
chst-viele-lichtshows-zu-sehen-14449682.html



https://www.easeweather.com/europe/germany/berlin/october
https://www.timeanddate.com/weather/germany/berlin/ext
https://www.generalblue.com/sunrise-sunset-in-berlin
https://www.timeanddate.com/sun/@z-de-13159?month=10
https://festival-of-lights.de/en/programme-2025/
https://festival-of-lights.de/en/programme-2025/piano-lake/
https://www.tagesspiegel.de/berlin/festival-of-lights-2025-in-berlin-das-ist-die-beste-route-um-moglichst-viele-lichtshows-zu-sehen-14449682.html
https://www.tagesspiegel.de/berlin/festival-of-lights-2025-in-berlin-das-ist-die-beste-route-um-moglichst-viele-lichtshows-zu-sehen-14449682.html
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http://arxiv.org/pdf/1310.3401.pdf
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